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Pancreatic Cyst Fluid Markers — Interpretive Algorithm*

Pancreatic cyst fluid specimen

Imaging and cytology

#89509 Carcinoembryonic Antigen (CEA)
#8371 Amylase, Body Fluid
#89508 Carbohydrate Antigen 19-9 (CA 19-9)

<30 ng/mL CEA 230 ng/mL CEA

Likely nonmucinous cyst Likely mucinous cyst
>8500 U/L <8000 U/mL >8000 U/mL
amylase CA 19-9 CA 19-9
Inflammatory/ Intraductal papillary Other mucinous
pseudocysts mucinous neoplasm cysts/carcinomas
(IPMN)

*These test suggestions should not be the sole basis for diagnosis. It is recommended that pancreatic cyst analysis be correlated with cytology, imaging or other
clinical findings to arrive at a diagnosis.
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