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Parasitic Investigation of Stool Specimens Algorithm
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If diarrhea persists

Patient Characteristics

Watery diarrhea in patient who:
■  Has AIDS
■  Has contact with farm animals
■  Is involved in outbreak

   ■ Municipal water supply

  ■ Day care centers

Watery diarrhea in patient who:
■  Is ≤5 years old (or contact)
■  Is a camper or backpacker
■  Is involved in outbreak 

   ■ Resort community

  ■ Day care centers

Patient is a current or former 

resident of/or is a traveler 

to a developing country

#80231 Giardia Antigen, Feces  #9216 Parasitic 

Examination

If roundworms or tapeworms 

are seen or suspected, do visual 

inspection and/or “screening” 

of gross stool

Specifi c exam for microsporidium 

if patient has AIDS

Negative

 #80335 Cryptosporidium 

Antigen, Feces*

Negative

If diarrhea persists

Negative

*Routinely done on ages ≤5 years old

If Strongyloides 

suspected, request agar 

plate culture
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